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From unprecedented participation 
amongst professional football clubs in 
England, to projects tackling 
homophobia, biphobia and 

transphobia across Europe, to England women’s 
captain Casey Stoney’s decision to publicly come 
out as gay, the 2014 annual Football v 
Homophobia (FvH) month of action was the 
most successful—and eventful—yet.

For the past five years, Football v 
Homophobia has campaigned for diversity, 
inclusion, and equality in football (their tagline, 
“Football for Everyone” sums up their position). 
The group’s month of action takes place each 

February — the late, great gay footballer Justin 
Fashanu’s birth month — when fans, athletes, 
clubs, and organisations are encouraged to 
participate in actions against homophobia and 
transphobia in the game.

Although momentum has built over the 
previous four years, this past February saw 
unprecedented support. The month kicked off 
with representatives from the FA, the Football 
League, and the Professional Footballers’ 
Association joining supporters at the Crystal 
Palace FC for the kick-off. Then, on 10 February, 
England women’s captain Casey Stoney came out 
in the press, noting that “…[coming out as gay is] 

about making sure we live in a world where it’s 
accepted,” adding, “I feel it’s really important for 
me to speak out as a gay player…” 

Throughout the month of action many clubs 
dedicated matches to FvH by displaying banners, 
putting articles in match day programmes, 
postering the grounds, or having their players 
wear campaign shirts onto the pitch. Mid-
month, a media training session was held at the 
BBC Broadcasting House in London, where 
journalists took part in an interactive workshop 
around diversity issues. By month’s end, more 
than half of the 92 professional clubs — 
including 15 of the 20 Premier League clubs — in 
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YES to banter,
NO to discrimination!

www.footballvhomophobia.com

Just A Ball Game? and Football V Homophobia - working together 
to fight discrimination - justaballgame.blogspot.com
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This year’s football v Homophobia campaign 
kicked off at the home of crystal Palace. In a 
statement the club said: 

We were delighted to have been chosen to 
host the 2014 launch of the fvH month of 
action. This builds on joint work with fvH 
which is a tiny but very dynamic organisation 
that has a big reach and punches well above 
their weight. They helped us develop our 
“Hearts and Minds” project which has 
subsequently been identified as best practice 
by the fa.

We originally developed this initiative in 
response to the issue of homophobic bullying 
of young people, specifically in light of research 
that showed that half of gay young people are 
homophobically bullied, 56 per cent have 
deliberately harmed themselves, and nearly a 
quarter have attempted to take their own lives. 
Some of the reasons why this project was 
identified as national best practice included the 
fact that it was very much youth-led and 
encouraged young people participating in our 
programmes to use their own initiative. 

England and Wales had actively participated in 
campaign actions. 

“This was a brilliant response to an important 
campaign. We’ve worked extremely hard to build 
partnerships with the key stakeholders in 
football, and it’s heartening to see our message 
getting out,” said Lou Englefield, Director of 
Pride Sports, the body that oversees Football v 
Homophobia. “Next year, we’re hoping to 
engage even more of the game in taking visible 
action to make football a place where the LGBT 
community feels safe and included.”

For more information on the Football v 
Homophobia campaign, or to see if your club is a 
supporter, visit footballvhomophobia.com, like 
on their Facebook page bit.ly/fvhpage or follow 
them on Twitter @fvhtweets

“By month’s end, more than 
half of the 92 professional 

clubs in England and Wales 
had actively participated in 

campaign actions”
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