
The Great Game
Can soccer make the world a better place? by Scott Dagostino

“Soccer is not ashamed of what 
is,” announced FIFA spokes-
man Gunter Kohl on June 

15. “Soccer is a gay sport.” Okay, Gunter 
Kohl doesn’t actually exist and this com-
ing-out press conference was just a video 

many enthusiasts feel soccer is indeed 
the gay-friendliest of sports.

“But don’t call it soccer,” insists Ole 
Calderone, cheering on England’s team 
in his red-and-white jersey. “It’s football 
or footie.” Calderone says he became a 
fan while living in the UK. “You live over 
there, you have to pick a team,” he says, 
and once you do, “you will find yourself 
riveted and falling in love with the sport.” 

Football is ingrained in the culture of 
England where it was invented in the 

-
sion and “association” football, which the 
nickname-loving Victorians turned into 
“rugger” and “soccer” before exporting 
the sports to the world. While living in 
Wales, Calderone says soccer was essen-
tial in connecting him to other fans and 
making friends. “Much the same as the 
way the gay world works, your friends 
become your family.”

Michael Fiorino is a U of T student and 
bartender who plays with Downtown 
Soccer Toronto, a gay and lesbian co-ed 

was “just right for me.” 
“I kind of felt I was born to play it 

because my dad enrolled me in it,” 
Fiorino says. “It was really big in Durham 
region and it was less expensive to enrol 
kids in soccer than in hockey.”

soccer a sport that brings people together. 
After six years, DST now has 10 teams 
and 220 players. “You have players of all 
skill levels,” says Jordan Stewart, director 

makes for evenly matched teams. “When 
they hear about the league, I think a lot 
of people show up not expecting a really 
high calibre of play,” says Stewart, “but 
they find it’s a serious game. It’s not overly 
competitive — we have a good time — 
but it’s a good quality game of soccer.” 

As a fan, Calderone loves what he calls 
“the ebb and flow of the beautiful game.” 

player Cristiano Ronaldo’s inability to 
keep a shirt on makes him a gay blog sta-
ple. Calderone admits to a huge crush on 
English players Wayne Rooney and Joe 
Cole and French former Manchester 

called him Ooh-La-La Cantona,” he 
laughs. Soccer stands apart from other 
sports in that the players gay men love 

tend to love them back.
Freddie Ljungberg, Swedish soccer star 

turned Calvin Klein model, told the New 

rumour for a long time. I don’t mind at 
all. I am proud of that... so many gay peo-
ple have amazing style.” England’s David 
Beckham, who models underwear for 
Armani, once told Sports Illustrated, 
“Being a gay icon is a great honour for me.” 

But if soccer stars are beautiful, ripped 
and gay-friendly, it doesn’t explain why 
hospital coordinator Tara Sameshima 
and marketing manager Kim Alke are 
camped in front of a game on TV at 
Yonge St pub Gladaman’s Den. Vuvuzela 
jokes aside (referring to the South 
African horns blaring throughout the 
World Cup), what’s in it for lesbians?

“It’s a great excuse for drinking in the 
afternoon,” Alke laughs, “but it’s a lot 
of fun for getting some healthy com-
petition going. It’s a sport you can play 
anywhere.” 

-
cent women. “One of the big goals,” 
says Stewart, “is to bring in more 
women and even it out.” It was a female 
friend who got him playing soccer to 
begin with. “She was playing in a les-
bian softball league and she wanted 
something we could do together.  

I kind of tripped into it but I’m glad  
I joined.”

Sameshima says she likes how soccer 
“lets people from other countries cele-
brate where they’re from.” When Italy 
won the World Cup in 2006, she says, 
“we rushed to Little Italy the second the 
game was over and it was a huge party 
all night long.” Fiorino celebrated too. “As 
soon as the game was over, my friend 
and I doubled up on my bike and rode 
around waving an Italian flag.” 

Keph Senett started a travel blog (per-
sonalsa.wordpress.com) while travel-
ling in South Africa last fall. “It kind of 
turned into soccer activism,” she says. 
She loves how the sport connects people, 
east and west, young and old, male and 
female, straight and gay, calling the game 
“a great equalizer.” In a co-ed league like 
the DST, she says, “there are opportuni-
ties for growth and support and knowl-
edge-sharing that you don’t find in sport 
in general. 

“Not to get all misty about it but soc-
cer really can make the world a better 
place.” ■

DOWNTOWN SOCCER TORONTO 
 play games at Withrow Park, near Danforth 
and Logan. downtownsoccertoronto.com.
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